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1.1		Role of the Bowie State University Police Department





1.1.1		Mission





The Bowie State University Police Department (BSUPD) is maintained as a service to those persons directly or indirectly associated with the university.  The mission of the department is to provide the campus with a safe and secure environment in which all members of the community have the opportunity to develop their potentials.





1.1.2		Goals





The goals of the BSUPD are to: 





a.	Protect life and property, 





b.	Prevent crime and detect and arrest offenders, 





c.	Preserve the public peace, and 





d.	Enforce all laws and regulations, as applicable, of the State of Maryland, Prince George's County, and Bowie State University.


�
1.1.3		General Responsibilities





a.	Members of the BSUPD serve as representatives of the Bowie State University.


  


(1)	Members are called upon to direct and assist faculty, staff, and students, as well as campus visitors.  





(2)	In the performance of these duties members should be explicit, courteous, and helpful.  The university's attitude and policies will, to a great extent, be reflected in the members of the BSUPD and the way they handle their duty assignments.





b.	The BSUPD recognizes a responsibility to its own personnel and to the community to state its organizational structure and purpose.  





(1)	The department exists to serve and protect a social and academic environment that sustains and encourages moral and intellectual growth.  





(2)	The BSUPD carries out this responsibility by being as proactive as possible in anticipating and preventing unsafe conditions, protecting facilities and property, and protecting individuals from the imprudent or illegal acts of others.  





(3)	To meet its responsibility to the university, the department seeks out educated, motivated men/women as university police officers.  





(a)	The commitment of BSUPD officers is to improve the quality of life on the Bowie State University campus.  





(b)	Conflict resolution is the primary goal of BSUPD members, to be realized through cooperation and understanding, and, when necessary, the imposition of administrative or legal sanctions.  





(c)	Inherent in the application of sanctions is that such actions shall always be ethical and fair.





c.	Through its actions the BSUPD is committed to the dissolution of prejudice and stereotypes.  


(1)	The department realizes, however, that its operational philosophy of peace-keeping and protecting the campus is a service that can exist only when it has the support and involvement of the total campus community.  





(2)	Accordingly, the BSUPD is dedicated to the development of a constructive partnership with all segments of the campus community, with special emphasis on providing a safe and secure environment for learning and living together.





1.1.4		Specific Responsibilities                                                                   


The specific responsibilities of the BSUPD are to:





a.	Protect and preserve life and property on the BSU campus;





b.	Be a professional organizational model for students, faculty/staff, and visitors;





c.	Impose legal and administrative sanctions as required; 





d.	Assist the criminal justice system in the prosecution of persons who commit criminal acts on the BSU campus;





e.	Recover lost or stolen property and return it to the rightful owners;





f.	Create and maintain a feeling of confidence in and support for the department on the part of other organizations which have contacts with the BSUPD;





g.	Ensure fair and competent police service; 





h.	Protect the rights of all persons who visit the BSU campus;





i.	Facilitate the safe movement of both pedestrians and vehicles around campus; 





j.	Maximize to the extent possible the development and job satisfaction of BSUPD employees; and





�
k.    	Be subject to and responsible for compliance with the provisions of the BSUPD rules and regulations, in addition to any special duties or assignments imposed by the Director or Assistant Director of Campus Safety.





1.2		Limits of Police Authority





1.2.1		Section l3-l07(D), Education Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, empowers the Board of Regents to "...adopt rules and regulations governing the operation and conduct of the Bowie State University Police Force and of the Bowie State University Police Officers."  The Board delegated that authority to each campus by Resolution on June 20, l975.





1.2.2		A member of the BSUPD is a, and has the powers of any, peace officer in the State of Maryland.





1.2.3		A BSUPD member may only exercise his/her powers as a peace officer on property owned, leased, operated, or under the control of the university (Educational Article, Title 13, Section 201), except when:  





a.	In hot pursuit of a suspected offender, 





b. 	Necessary to facilitate the orderly flow of the ingress and egress of traffic to and from campus property, 





c. 	Specifically requested or permitted to so act by the Chief Executive Officer or the Chief of Police of Prince George's County, or 





d.	Ordered to do so by the Governor of the State of Maryland.





1.2.4		Police Communications Officers and Police Cadets do not possess police powers or peace officer status.   





1.3		Oath of Office





1.3.1		To demonstrate his/her commitment to the police profession and to the department he/she will serve, each member of the BSUPD is required to take an oath of office, as follows:


�



I do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America, and to the State of Maryland, and to Bowie State University.   That I will serve honestly and faithfully to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of Maryland, and that I will obey the orders of the Governor, of the Board of Regents, and of the BSU Officers appointed over me according to the Rules of the Bowie State University Police Department.





1.3.2		The oath of office is administered to all sworn police officers by the Director of Campus Safety or his/her assistant.





1.4		Code of Ethics





1.4.1		All members shall abide by the below Law Enforcement Officer's Code of Ethics, which has been adopted by the BSUPD: 





As a Law Enforcement Officer, my fundamental duty is to serve mankind; to safeguard lives and property; to protect the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation and the peaceful against violence or disorder; and to respect the Constitutional Rights of all persons to liberty, equality and justice.





I will keep my private life untarnished as an example to all; maintain courageous calm in the face of danger, scorn or ridicule; develop self-restraint; and be constantly mindful of the welfare of others.  Honest in thought and deed in both my personal and official life, I will be exemplary in obeying the laws of the land and the regulations of my department.  Whatever I see or hear of a confidential nature or that is confided to me in my official duty capacity, will be kept secret unless revelation is necessary in the performance of duty.





I will never act officiously or permit personal feelings, prejudices, animosities or friendships to influence my decisions.  With no compromise for crime and with relentless prosecution of criminals, I will enforce the law courteously and appropriately without fear or favor, malice or violence and never accepting gratuities.





I recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith and I accept it as a public trust to be held so long as I am true to the ethics of law enforcement.  I will constantly strive to achieve these objectives and ideals, dedicating myself before God to my chosen profession--law enforcement.





Revised Pending Finalization





�
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